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other staff at a GP practice. This can include practice  are generally employed by the NHS. 

nurses, nurse practitioners, practice managers, physician  
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assistants, stop smoking advisers, receptionists and The range of staff and availability of services varies clerical 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

visitors and other allied health professionals may be  
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staff. Pharmacists, occupational therapists, between practices and some of the roles are briefly physiotherapists, 

midwives, district nurses, health explained below:  
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GP services  

defined under the General Medical Services Contract.  

essential, additional and enhanced which are briefly 

described below. You can also visit your GP practice 

simply for reassurance if you have particular worries 

or concerns. essential services  

who have health conditions from which they are 

expected to recover, chronic disease management and 

general management of terminally ill patients.  

ω GP consultations 

ω Asthma clinics  

ω Chronic obstructive airways disease clinics 

ω CorƻƴŀǊȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎ ω Diabetes clinics 

additional services 

Practices are expected to provide additional services 

but can choose not to. Additional services include: 

ω Cervical cytology screening 

ω Contraceptive services 

ω Child health surveillance 

ω Maternity services 

ω /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ω

 Vaccinations and immunisations 

enhanced services 

Enhanced services are essential or additional services 

that are delivered to a higher standard, or extra, more 

specialised services. Specialised services can cover 

health issues such as substance misuse, depression  
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The differences between countries 

england 

Primary care trusts (PCTs) are responsible for the 

planning and delivery of primary healthcare services in 

England. In July 2010 the Government announced 

plans to abolish PCTs over the next few years and pass 

their existing responsibilities to GPs.  

Scotland 

Local health services in Scotland are managed by 14 

regional health boards. Details about the health 

boards and individual GP practices are available from 

NHS Scotland.  

Wales 

Primary care services in Wales are co-ordinated by 

seven health boards which provide information about 

local GP services. 

  

Northern Ireland 

In Northern Ireland, a single Health and Social Care  

Board is responsible for the overall management of 

local health services.  
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